
 

 

DENTON with WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL (AGM) 

19th May 2025 at 7pm at Denton Village Hall 

 

In Attendance:  Cllrs Allyn Thomas, Bob Akehurst, Helen Roberts, Penelope James and Terry Hodges. 

Clerk:  Steph Woods 

Members of public: 6 

MINUTES 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN FOR THE COUNCIL YEAR 2025-2026 

Cllr Hodges nominated Cllr Thomas for the role of Chairman which was seconded by Cllr James. No 
further nominations were received so Cllr Thomas was elected as Chairman.  

 
Cllr Hodges nominated Cllr James for the role of Vice Chairman which was seconded by Cllr Akehurst. No 
further nominations were received so Cllr James was elected as Vice Chairman.  

 
Both signed the declaration of acceptance which was witnessed and signed by the Clerk. 

 

2. THE CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Thomas welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received Cllr Robers (delayed to 
meeting). 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
None were received.  

 
4. PUBLIC CONTRIBUTION TIME 

A rambler’s volunteer introduced herself and explained the role she was undertaking which included 
walking all Parish footpaths at least once year and reporting any faults to KCC PROW. It was agreed that 
the volunteer and Clerk would exchange details and liaise on future faults. 

 
5. FINANCE 
 
a) Annual Internal Audit 

This has been completed and circulated to all Councillors. There were no problems identified during the 
internal audit. 

 
b) Certificate of Exception 

This was signed by the Chairman and Clerk. The Clerk will email this to Mazar’s, the external auditor, with 
the other information they requested.  
 

c) Annual Governance Statements for 2024/25 
This was signed by the Chairman and Clerk and will be put onto the Parish Councils website as part of the 
2024/25 Annual Finances.  



 

 

d) Accounting Statements 2024/25 
The annual bank reconciliation was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. The Explanation of significant 
variances in the accounting statements – AGAR Section 2 for 2024/25 was circulated and agreed by all. 
Both documents will go onto the Parish Councils website as part of the 2024/25 Annual Finances. 

 
e) Payments and Receipts 

Bank Balance as of 18th May 2025: £30,884.68 (Including grants and reserves) with £1,578.66 in current 
account and £29,306.02 in savings account. 
Receipts: 
Stephanie Woods – 2024/25 Salary Overpayment - £0.40 
HMRC – VAT - £115.58 
Payments: 
Stephanie Woods – April Salary 
HMRC – Clerk PAYE 
Unity Trust – Service Charge - £6.00 
Hugo Fox – Monthly Website Costs - £11.99 
R & CR Phillips – Inv 9259 (Hedge Trimming) - £270.00 
Ionis 1 & 1 – Monthly Email Costs - £4.20 
Denton Village Hall – May 2025 Hall Hire - £30.00 
ICO – Annual Renewal - £47.00 (to be collected by DD on or before 18/06/2025) 
Ricky Edwards – Inv 42 (Grounds Maintenance) - £64.00 
Stephanie Woods – Mileage (Nov 2024 to May 2025) - £51.30 
Stephanie Woods – 50% towards Shredder - £19.18 
Stephanie Woods – Stationary - £8.49 
Zurich – Annual Insurance - £363.00 
 
These payment and a transfer of £3,500 from the savings to current was proposed by Cllr James and 
seconded by Cllr Thomas – ALL AGREED. 

 
f) Annual Insurance Renewal 

The renewal quote from current insurer Zurich was the cheapest received and all were happy with the 
current cover. It was proposed by Cllr Thomas to renew with Zurich which was seconded by Cllr Hodges. 
All AGREED. Invoice to be paid with payments above. 

 
g) Denton Village Hall (DVH) Grant Request 

A member of the DVH committee detailed the work to be carried out to the outside area of the village 
hall with the overall cost of the project costing £14,148.60. A grant request has been submitted to the PC 
requesting £3,000 to go towards the cost of this project. It was proposed by Cllr Thomas that the PC 
proceed with the grant request which was seconded by Cllr Hodges. ALL AGREED. Clerk to arrange 
payment of the grant to DVH.  

 

6. URGENT PARISH MATTERS 
 It has recently been announced that Lydden Hill Race Circuit will be used for overflow parking for 

passenger vehicles to assist with Operation Brock. It was noted that there had been no consultation 
with the PC regarding this. Concerns were raised from members regarding light and noise pollution. Cllr 
Thomas to contact the relevant authorities to raise these concerns. 

 Deacons development was raised and it was noted that there had been no progress since the last 
meeting.  

 Parish audit of wildlife, assets, etc was raised again and Cllr Hodges proposed that the PC supported this 
group on the project. ALL AGREED.  



 

 

 Horse road signage was raised and Clerk will update the HIP with this and send to KCC Highways. Clerk 
to also contact the Police Volunteer horse rider to see the best areas for signage.  

 Clerk asked if PC would consider financing her to undertake the CiLCA qualification. More information 
on this has been requested by Clerk from KALC. All agreed in principle and will discuss at another 
meeting once details have been received from KALC. 

 S106 training from KALC was raised by Cllr James and Clerk will try and book this training direct with 
KALC as online booking has closed. 

 There is a possibility that both Churches in the Parish may close in near future. Should this happen, the 
PC has the option to take on the statutory duty to maintain the newly closed burial ground/s. It was 
agreed that this will be considered if the option becomes available. 

 
7. CLOSE 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:43 

     
 

Signed ………………………................................................. (Chairman)  

 

Date …………………………....................................... 

 

Please note these Minutes remain as draft Minutes until they are approved by the Parish Council at their 
next Parish Council meeting on 28th July 2025. 

 
Dates of Future Meetings: 

28/07/25, 29/09/25 and 24/11/25 
 


